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Come with us to the England of Richard Brinsley Sheridan, f0r
though the playwright may have been writing for the enjoyment of
future generations, if his play was to succeed in his own day, he had
to adapt it to the taste of his audience. lt was not a period of radical
political, philosophical 0r social change, but rather a time of
sensibility and sentimentality demonstrated largely through
elaborately overstated mannerisms and language. Great
importance was placed 0n refined emotion and delicate
sensitiveness of taste, s0 much so that all faults were acceptable if
the individual affected the correct sensibility
When Sheridan was writing in the late 18th century,manners were
becoming more simplistic but the lingering artifice provided him
with a topic to sati rize--a task that he undertook with vigor and
b ril liance
Sheridan set "The Rivals" in Bath, the most elite "watering place" in
England and the center of sensibility. Here the aristocracy gathered
to bathe in the medicinal waters, to promote match-making, to
flaunt their retinues or just to enj0y the available amusements. The
"Pump Room", where they gathered to drink the health-promoting
water, was the scene of tastef ul, but scandalous c0nversation. The
highlight of the day came at 4:00 in the afternoon when the
.upperclass, attired in their satins and velvets, promenaded in
review for their peers and the less affluent. Evenings were spent at
the theatre 0r a ball where first minuets and later c0untry dances
would be the fare.
Sensible women might be entertaining but their levity must be
restrained. They were usually pleasure-loving, poorly educated
and irresponsible. Reading the gossip sheets and memoirs of
important people was acceptable, but being educated was
considered a definite social drawback. Hoops were in fashion and
provided both an airy escape to bountiful layers of skirts and a
defense against an ill-bred admirer. Coiffures were elaborate and
included the use of false hair, ribbons, lace, wire, powder and
many, many pins.
Although the men of the upperclass appeared to lead leisured lives,
many of them were successful writers, courtiers, statesmen and
orators. They were well-educated, widely read and c0nsidered
continental travel an important part of their image. Drinking and
gambling were their vices. Long hours were spent drinking port and
playing cards at fashionable clubs. Here the best political and
literary conversation could be heard, the height of fashion admired
and the latest craze in walking sticks observed. Women played
cards too but were restricted to their own drawingrooms and did
not drink. Wigs were n0 longer in fashion but a man of sensibility
might wear a muff. A man of sense trifled with, humored and
flattered a woman extensively but would never consult or trust her
with a serious matter--alth0ugh he might pretend to! "
The c0untry squires, like Acres, were always a step behind in the
acceptable mode of manners and clothing,continuing to
overwhelm with compliments and overdress. They were not as well
versed in the social graces, as well educated or traveled
The servants were not considered worthy of any honor and were
treated with a mixture of appreciation and abuse. However, within
their own set they often claimed rank according to their master's
title and were capable of a snobbishness surpassing that of their
employers. Sheridan's delightful wit was not limited to "The
Rivals", although that was his first successful play. ln 1777 he
again charmed London audiences with his second brilliant satire of
rnanners "The School for Scandal" and in 1779 added another
comedy "The Critic" to his list of successes. ln 1780 Sheridan
entered Parliament and his career as a playwright closed, but he
had in five short years established himself as a dramatic genius
and an exceptional wit.
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Bath, England, 1775
There will be a ten-minute intermission following Act lll
funnal Sehninw
heard this evening are from the works of 18th century
composers J. S. Bach, M ozarl, Handel, Scarlatti, Bull,
Couperin, Rameau, Albeniz and Vivaldi.
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0ur special thanks to Dr. William Fry, the JTL Stables, the
A & M Coin and Gun Shop, Mr. Don Nichols, and Mr. Paul
Lightfoot for their help in preparing for this show.
A Communication Arts Department Production
$,rrmq 9ntsmiainn
we invite ygu to visit the Annual Student Art Show now being
exhibited 
-in 
the Chronicle-Tribune Art Gallery 0n the main
level.
As a courtesy to the aciors, please do not USe Cameras
during the Performance.
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